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_ > - ' . 'O' ^^-^^^«>fe^ 

This second section is concerned with the Mafia in the|. 
United States. Because of the esoteric nature of the Mafia and because^ 
of certain modifications which have appeared in this country, : an;^J|#!s 
explanatory statement relative to two basic te r ma used, Mails, and 
Maflosl, * is necessary. 




The term Mafia as used here Includes the transplant ., 
American soil from Sicily, Italy, the shared criminal .tradiUp.ne;^^^|^ 
customs, and methods of a particular class of lawless Sicilians* :-'A^d-# 
It Includes the continuance of essential blood ties, cultural similarities^' 
Intermarriages, racial cohesiveness and operational clanntshneas* jj 



All this takes on certain organisational forms ending In organised 




criminality. The result is the formation of a special criminal c,» H — . 



or caste composed primarily of individuals of Sicilian origin or descent 



who comprise a distinct but related segment of the whole of organised 

*-< x 

crime; a segment which takes on the characteristics of a lawless jb 

• -•■ •• r 

The term Maflosl as used here means Individual adherents to, 

ton 



the Mafia as defined above. These are the persons organised In the _ 
of a collection of gangs and groups throughout the country bound togethe; 
loosely In a federationlike pattern, which makes up the Mafia., 
or group of Maflosl usually operates autonomously, 1ft Its 
•The singular Is Mafloso. ' 7 ^^M^sm 
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and has a specified sphere of Juriadictioa and activity. Farther 

...... . 'I K» * ^™ 

Mftfioel have In common with each other these very important, 

characteristics: 



1. Cooperation tor mutual benefit 

2. Secrecy and silence 
Close family ties 
Racial exclusivenese 



3« 
4. 
5. 



Intense hatred and disrespect for law and 
enforcement officers •-, .• ■• *^*fcO**** ? ' 



6. 



Deliberate efforts to corrupt law enforcement 
officers proceeding from the conviction that these, 
officers of their very nature are corruptible 




7. The systematic use of Intimidation and vengeance 

as a matter of policy - 1 



8. 



Conscienceless recourse to murder as a means to 
an end, - - • ^ " ' 



as 



In this section of the monograph^ number of mdivioueZs 




Informants utilized In this study. In addition to this, the 
designated as Maflosl In this section are those who have eowlstsg^ 
manifested a majority of the characteristics outlined above and who 

" '"id 

within the definition of Maflosl given* 

To sum up: the Mafia In the United states as It now exists 
the sum total of, or the collectivity of the ^njg^j^^ 
adherents, the Maflosl* ' '^ : *Mm? 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS ' i'i : ^ ' 4^ 

A. Summary ■ v. .. : ^/ ; -y;^-^:5 'v- . .* ?^&#?^?$Biw 

The roundup of 61 Sicilian-Italian hoodlum* at Apalachia, flew; 




on November 14, 1057, once again focused the public spotlight on the 



the United States, For years, there have been speculation* q$M 
and nonexistence at such an organisation in this country 
shows that beyond the shadow of a doubt, the Mafia doee exist today la 




'■ ' -r s " := J 



United States, as well as in Sicily and Italy, as a vicious, evil, anitff 



form of organized criminality 



The Mafia Is a special criminal clique or caste compoi 
of individuals of Sicilian origin or descent within organized crime; 



an affinity among Maf losi (Mafia adherents) for associating and c 
criminal activities.' This affinity is the result of shared crtiaiaaltr 




cultural similarities, provincial clannishness, blood ties, and Inter 

& would be abs'ird to think that the American counterpart ef 
traditional Mafia of Italy is a distinctly outlined, conventional type 
zation. It would be equally absurd to think that because it is not, it bis 
existence at all. The Mafia Is organised criminality having the coaracte 

1 "";.-f '^r :% "$m$ 

of a lawless brotherhood which functions as a part of organised criine 
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6 
7 

9 - : . The Malta does not posses* the attributes of an ortbotowj^ 
,«tloo ud doe. «>t function to Morn^ 1^ m«m~. lU^ggggg 



i|hip rolls but has adherents. There are recognised leaders who achler* 



■spy? 



Jgheir status by their dedication to the criminal order, their ruthlessaes^^^^g^ 
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17 

i aud their accumulated wealth* , . . y . 

?fclr« the orders, and provide the means lor reaching the ob^f^L 
22 The Mafia is not a centrally organised group, w •» tm r m *^:->^m^ 




fleollectlon ol gangs and groups throughout the country loosely bound together 



2in a federationlike pattern. Each Mafia-led gang or group is ^^-^^$g»^ 



:^nd activity. 



•*!t . ... 



2 |utouomous in its own territory and has its distinct spheres of Ju^smctloa^ 

3 

3 1 The Maf ia In the United States does not appear to be controlled 

3trom abroad. There are, however, close connections and association*; v 
^ietweeo Mat lost In Italy and Maf losl In this country, to 

Ijq- ... . . . . . '• ■ -:•*<• 

Hi 
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la 



Jlum, Charles "Lucky" Luciano, plays an Important rote. 

- . The Mafia manifests a perennial pattern of criminal characterlstici 



H^whlch include: (1) association of Sicilian-Italian criminal elements; 

H6 



JjD cooperation for mutual protection, assistance, growth, tod gainj 
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(3) adherence to omerta, the Mafia code of conspiratorial secrecy and s Ueac« 



(4) hatred and disrespect tor the law and 1(9 eniorcera; t»j corruption oi 



politicians, public officials, and law enforcement officers; and (0) use of 




uiumiuauuu, vengeance, uuu muruer iu uciuovtr iu» criuiuw vuj*whyw». 



The Mafia spread to the United States with the Immigration of 

Ol^llUne Tfallo^a In I^U 1 Ofk P^nfnrtr An/I In fha AO «*1 tf ^/l/ttiHsi /%# *Ka^ 

present century. Early Mafia activity was evident In 1890 when the chief of 



police of New Orleans was murdered by Mafia criminal elements? - 





Maflosl were active in the so-called Black Hand crimee of 
extortion, blackmail, violence, and murder anions residents of Sicilian -»sAmmm& 




Italian communities in American cities from coast to coast until 1920, after >?R 
which Black Hand depredations died out. 

Prohibition brought Maflosl together in gangs which engaged In 
extensive and lucrative bootlegging activities. Toward the end of Prohlbitloa^ 
Maflosl began cooperating and collaborating with criminals and criminal 
groups of other nationality backgrounds. Great wealth was acquired and 
tremendous influence was exerted by Mafiosl during Prohibition. 

With the repeal of Prohibition, Maflosl turned to other sources 
illicit revenue, principally gambling, narcotics traffic, and industrial and 
labor racketeering. 
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^rt Mafia targets. Mafiosl are engaged to toe 

l9attonal and international scale. Alalia racketeers are busy in v ^ ^ >' 



lloan e sharking, garbage and trash cartage, and labor unions, as well as '* 4iaaffl * 
•**#nakedown» activities Involving laundries, and proatttutlon, 

22 A substantial portion of the huge Income Mai lost derive 

23 i "i. ^V^SSS^ 
criminal operations has been invested in legitimate business ventures %© 

|fe VJ? nt <or their criminal activities and as a means of profttabls 4avss|n^ 
^^afiosi are engaged in a wide variety of legal enterprises, tocluoUng Uquorf 
3 distributorships, race tracks, banking and financing firms, slot- and coii3 
39Uchlq| companies, and garment -manufacturing concerns. 

36^'v - 111 ° rder t0 plan ' ^ coordinate Uwir ^rlmlna*^^ 

^gop Mafia leaders from all parts of the country have met from Ume to 

39 
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W rer a P 61 " 104 °* mrs. The first Important eonfersncs of Sicilian. 
Jl hoodlums took place In Cleveland, Ohio, in 1928, and a number of simliarly 
jj Significant gatherings have been convened in succeeding years. ■ The largest 



ijc ^ »- — - wu '™»» *" »M«i;oBuing years* TIN 

^^eeting of Mafiosl known to date occurred In Apalacnin, New York. 
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Possible reasons for the.Apalachin meeting lnclad©u(l> 
the problem of racket control formerly jsxercteed by Albert ' ' 



was shot to death to Hew York City in October, U»57t (I) eetUlag the caeh 




transactions of various operations Involving individuals 



17 viA^i. the illegal manufacture and distribution of alcohol; (4) dey, 
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countering unfavorable publicity »fising from the tredf-j 



activities of some hoodlums; (5) planning to gain control of the ladles 




industry; (6) discussing the Illicit narcotics traffic: (7) examining thefi 
Interests of those present; and (8) projecting new enterprises^ legal^and 



Illegal* . 



B. Conclusions 



1. The Mafia represents one of the most ruthless, pernicious, 
.enduring forms of criminality ever to exist in the' United 

• : •' • • 'y ^0±*%%m 

2. The viciousness and effectiveness of the Mafia stem from its 
- conspiratorial grouping of 6icll lan -Italian hoodlum*, 'its 

to a code of secrecy and silence, and its use of lntlmidati 
Violence, vengeance, and murder," .tV^Pg}, 

, .. > • • - - ■:■ - vt'^Tr?;.; 

3. The fact that Mafia adherents are primarily 6lcilian or I 
birth or descent does not mean that all, a majority, or even 
substantial number, of Sicilians or Italians are criminals or Mafi 

4. Maf iosl do not participate in each strictly predatory crlmee as 
robberies, burglaries, or larcenies, but concentrate on such 
immensely profitable and less hazardous big-time criminal ** 

as gambling, Illicit narcotics traffic, labor and indusfi*! ^ 
racketeering, and bootlegging. ; . . . ., « 
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XI. 



raj ' JJ&hsf^ 

Maf iosi art continually ••arching for new and lucrative f lelda 

*» wiuitmu auiw iv^uuuwv ~~ 

cower* and influence 




Many victims of, or witnesss* to, criminal acta committed by 
Maf iosi are reluctant, through their dread of familiar Mafia 
method*, to make complaints or statement* to lav enforcement *• > 

to teatif y in court* . ' y ^M^^BMl 



officers or 



By means of bribery, Maf iosl hav e attenipted««euccessf ully on 
occasions— to corrupt officials of local, state, sad Federal] 
governments, including representatives of law enf ore 
agencies, to advance their criminal ends. 

The legal and illegal activities of Maf lost are so intertwined- ^" 





that dietinguiehlng between the two is frequently difficult, r; -h 
especially as to their sources of income. ^ : pj ^*^^^^P 

Mafia leaders carefully remove themselves from actual % 
association with lower criminal elements and avoid participation"- 
in ordinary criminal activity. This practice, la addition to their 
great wealth, power, and influence, gives them an amazing 4 l^M 
Immunity from arrest and prosecution. 



In order to combat the menace presented by the Mafia, U is * 

necessary to understand the underlying criminal code of the 
its modus operandi, the implications and ramifications of lt»'^ 
operations, and its relationship to organised crlm««^i(|" ^ 

Since It is Impossible to proceed against the Mafia as a legal 
entity, investigations by local, state, and Federal law enforce* 
ment agencies must be Intensified and must be pursued 
vigorously and relentlessly to secure the successful p 
of individual Mafioei for any and all violations of the law* y 
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1" ■. W , ■ ^ ••:»'•*« 

A. Speculation! on Existence and Nonexistence 



"tfiw ;i. w .-■•v v .The MWia in the United State* has bee^t^*^*^ 
" " " " v speculation and discussion by many writers and self-styled authority 



years. Allegations of Its existence and nonexistence run th 



22t" 

2.4-V; 
25 .■ 

by the Maua, and tnat tne Mafia, as an organization, runcucma^^in 



extreme to the other. 

/ 



^mjP«^tta|,sai,orgm^»e^ 



31 v v scale with Charles "Lucky" Luciano, a notorious hoodlum who was, da 

32& / * ^>WM' 

33 ' • from this country in 1946, directing its affairs from 1^j*j*%frm 

On the other hand, there are those who insist that ther 



36 ^.t':i N ; " 



^ , , *H., 
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k ^ t . vumv Kilty maxim twiu uio u-i uu uno ci xluv &a uuv wuuau^y* w uuu iv |« ww 
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121^ ;! in the Uaited States or abroad. (62-98679; 100-42303-242) ^ 



Others hold that the Mafia was an old-time organisation 




lift*." 1 - ■ • ■ vy ^-jj 

% ^ k K «nKn tvarA involved tu Slack Hand extortion and vloie M c A r >**|^ ,MM ift^DpAKiMN 

lift, A * ■ * r * 

/ 1 t^oponentg of this theory maintain that the Mafia went out of 

51$A Repeal, Its adherents entering other organised criminal gr 
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9 M *ynclicatee # " "combines, n or "combination*. tv 6 till others My that the 
J i Mafia never did exlet ; ; 

1^ 

1 u Many people are unable to comprehend the Mafia, since it does^ 
16 not possess the attributes of an open or a formally organised society or. 

18 group with clearly defined leadeis, members, records, and acUviUes.. ; * 

19 * . ■ ' • iw^rjiv^ 

f J Hence, It Ls easy to rationalize and conclude that there Is no format organ 

2 3 laation called the Mafia. ,; " 

25 
26 



The truth of the matter is, the available evidence makes It U % 
^ impossible to deny logically the existence of a criminal organlamy known as 
g the~Mafla, which for generations has plagued the law-abiding cttiaeas of ""*"*" 
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5 ^"as 
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qp Slcily, Italy, and the United States , 

33 "-vT^'ia 

3T As we shall see, the Mafia does exist In the United States today 

36as a special criminal clique or caste that ls composed primarily**!! noL«?&. 

_T n>» ej .V » • "J 

^wholly— of Individuals of Sicilian-Italian origin or descent. These lndividua 

mhave demonstrated a wi lllngnes s - - even a preference— for association, and ' 

*2 . ."' ' ;v. ;V - ■ ' vifel^ 

4 3f or mutual cooperation In criminal enterprises as a result of a shared ^ ,* 

HH . . ..... . v'*fSte*3f 

J ^criminal tradition, cultural simUarltles, provincial claanlshness« blood Ues, 

J2 ; . y-^'ti-^r- 

u8 and intermarriages. In this sense, it ls the American counterpart of the : M 

49 v - *• ■•>**■.: ?v^i*5.^ 

5oold Sicilian-Italian Mafia. It exists not as a distinctly outlined, conventional 



51' 
52 

53 ;H , . 
5U 

56 ^ 

5&r ■ 

59 X V 

60 A 

Ar-/' ■* 



38 



181 



organisation, but as a criminal movement and a mod* or, way <*VU*o 
harmful to the United States. (62-9-72,%. 3, 3; ^!M§j8|^J 
B. Indications of Existence ^■ffi' ' '? 'r^^^P 



1. Kefauver Committee 
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xx«> 

14 '■• 
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18 

1950-1951, concluded that tliara la a "sinister criminal 

tlSr. It- 1 '! ■ T< *" 

22 the Malta operating throughout the country with ties to other nations^ 
|? ^ Committee described the Mafia as a "loose-knit organisation ffl^L 

|| - • — :\ ^ :/ 

27? r v ; the sale and distribution of narcotics, 

29 - - prostitution, and other rackets based on extortion and ywiaoca^ ^ 



The Kdauver CommltUo,; to a report oamo^^J^ 
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Despite the traditional refusal of Maf losl to testify regardUiyhj 




Mafia, and the difficulty the Committee had in obtaining date on ^secret ;o^g 



of the Mafia, the hearings revealed that the Mafia "la no fairy tale.^Aeeog 



to Senator Estes iJK«auver f we tommiuw iuuau wupav wuw«i*wm 

Mafia Is a "shadowy International organization that lurka 

(6) ~ [^y^J^L. * 

America 1 • criminal activity. " 

2. Federal Bureau of NarcoUca 
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it- . t a mmI^ MffAt* r^mmUslnnAr nf fha Federal 

of the Treaaury Department, testifying at a hearing of the fM 

♦United States Senate Special Committee To faveatigate Organlae^ 
Interstate Commerce. '. .., ' •„ ... 

v *w '-•« ••; Uv. ..^»- • •• 51 
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gambling» murder, white slavery, counterfeiting, 





15 
16 

il^'uili U not n orpnlriHon Uutt yon tu "p»t your «*»^«|^5»J 
|J; that It does not have a central governing body and other ftaju^rf sg;ggg 
26 iormal group. Be.staied, however, : W,mW**M. m^$^ 
t&L country know and work with Uioeo to othor utu, aad »h»l tb* tUfto 

(8), . . , :,vvv:. - ^mm0^mm 

,t Is international In scope* >: 
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Other officials of the Federal Bureau ol NarcoUca have also 
pointed out that the Malta operatee In the United State* as a gro^ ^ 



]l Itallaue--prl«nartly SiclUana^dedlcated to crime and mutaa> aaatotw^ 

They say that the Malta has been difficult to penetrate and i 
f 2 ^ the traditional secrecy and silence practiced by MaftosU^ g. 2 ;9JH®6 

S;5 62-9-31-144, PP : 141 t H3; 62-75147-15-60, p. 2; 62-75147^^ 
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Many FBI sources agree that there la a Mafia la existence ta the. 



v. ; • 



from Justice. (100-42; 



to this informant, It la oot controlled on an lnternatlooal scale toot there art \lw 



Intimate ties between the Mafia In Sicily and the Mafia 
Much of the power and wealth possessed _bythe Maf 1 

LIP 



They say that it is an importation from Sicily and Italy, having been brought}!*:^ 
here by Sicilian immigrants , some of them being Maf losi who were fugiUvW? Jsjf 

^ B^BJBjBJSSSSSVBSlSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSias* t "7tf$- 1*.'* 

K 62-75147-15-82, pp. 99-101) .w* - 'WH 

One source- who said his father and uncle were Maf Ids'- r e*sr*** *h# I 
Mafia aa a secret society, consisting exclusively of Sicilians, which Is found * " 
in various countries around the world where Sicilians have aettled. According 

5*5 

in the United Stataa.fft^ 
^^^^^^^^^^o^gy, be si 

iglnated during the Prohi bition era. (l^ ^^^^^H^' 
. . A sedon3 Informant has stated that the Mafia functions in tbis^i 

country with separate groups In various cities directing their ova activities. -2. 
He said that leaders and members in different parte of the country are related 
by blood or marriage in many cases. He termed the Mafia la his city a f» 
loosely knit, informal organisation, and said that the Maf lost look upon the 
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Mafia as a type of fraternal, mutual benefit society which can assist them 
?a their legal or Illeg al activities. (100-42303-280, pp. 11-15) 

12 A third informant has said that Mafia loaders in various localities 

13 

tflrve as lc?Jcro of criminal syndicates in which other nationality or racial 

15 

l£oups may participate. In his particular area, ho explained, Mafia rtfia 

)|minance resulted from an agreement between rival Sicilian groups which 
20 

fcad preyed upon Italian immigrants who had be?n successful In this country 
22 

Bfilcgitimate business. (100-42303-280, pp. 1, 2) 

21 LIP 

25 — ~ "~ ' 
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Jt is the belief of ano?n?rii?ornIantU^ Mafia now 
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grating in the United States. He emphasized that the Mafiosi have changed Hwj** 

29 - . ' t "' "' ' 

|»ir methods and are now conducting &s much business as possible through 

Sfthodox business channels rather than resorting only to their old techniques 



^direct force and violence. According to this source, Mafia front men, 
l§o have accumulated considerable wealth and influence, poBe as respectable 




as reported that the *!afia originated in this 



Stizens having no apparent connection*? with the Fafie. ( 

40 " — 

jjl Another iniorma 

Jjmtry as an outgrowth of Italian iomj'nration. I.'any of the newly arrived 
^5 

tgllan immigrant, ho sal J, were go?crnod in the areas in which they lived 

n 

•ifl "block bosses, " or cunpaxs, and their buBtness activities bad to be 
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approved by these cumpare , who, in turn, were responsible to the Mafia 

hierarchy* f ' ', (l 00 -42303^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ £t£> 

Another sou^*^R^^SecUh^af!HiiRay of lawless 

r 

life—rather than an open, formal organization- -In which an Individual must j 
abide by certain rules of conduct laid down by the area head of the Malta,./..: \fc 
The Mafloei are extremely vindictive and have absolutely no respect for Iwrj *. r 
and order, according to this Informant. (: v , (62-9-26-37, p. 24) i 

All the FBI sources mentioned are aware of the existence of a large - 
segment of the underworld In the United States composed of Sicilian-Italian L ^ 
hoodlums. These hoodlums constitute a criminality based on common national V 




origins, friendships, family relationships, cloes-knit leadership, and long*! 
established methods of torror and violence. Other nationality and racial ; 



groups operate in the underworld but, except in extremely rare Instances, they 

do not have access to the controlling circle of the MaflaA^^^HJp 62-9-34- 

133; 62-9-34-1447ppTl78-179) ,},. . 

C. Characteristics of T.'nfla 

/ 1. General ? 
The Mafia, in the Unltnl States has naturally manifested criminal 
characteristics which are rimilnr or akin to those of the Mafia In Sicily and 
Italy. But It has also introduced some innovations in criminal activities In the 

* . • 
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7 United f '-'i -t' .! ioli arc ntrlclly the product of local social, economic, and 
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-political phenomena unlike those which prevailed in Sicily and Italy, While 

XX 

ltfie characteristics to be set forth are typically, traditionally, and historically 
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alia, nol al? of then nw! »n = > p f cnt ;n any rlosJr ^oration to identify it as 
15 

^ J.: alia ox ~ti -ja. 
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2 . A p coci atlon o f Sicilian C rlr Urml Elements 

The 7 7 alia consis ts oC cr i snj ngjr of Sicilian b ackground who are 
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^gQciato roar ram cm^r vu r / , uvmccf t lamu y no c, inter m arriage, - 
25 

^ovinc.al clann lrnnoss, an d culture* rir;>ilariticn> T!>e I Tafioci are individuals 
27 

?£itfr a proelnlfy for criminal ration, prefcrrinc ti ir:i:\2 their livelihood from 
29 - 

3CHmc .vr—-c?r II nn from leftliinvto P'O-uk:. 
31 

~™ Sicilian and Italian i r ;i ; it ' uave al Sf ay ri : >jon. disposed to establish 

3^ 

ifiid settle in their own colonic r: in f country. Ah? fact that they have a common 
36 

^Xitional origin has tended to draw then close to one another and to reduce 

38 * 

JQeir decire^ or opportunities to nxow out of the circle of the Italian commu- 
4 0 

Minimized their chance? (or mrMn: f 1 ; r»v'- an J p -focinting outside their own 
«5 

toGitivc group. ? orcover, succc'di".--; r; relations of ricilianr? and Italians 
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"t&ve often benn subjected to the co-^hrihi;* pressure of parents and first - 
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^2 u*i ~upbt by family to rittston, Fa nns y Ivan i ft . 

13 Q 1^0^ - fftbn r'ird; Mnfin-o U nc | ^ wf >s pjiardian during youth in Pittston. 
14 

15 €) 101.7 - M»v*d to BMffnlo, N. Y. f'lnirned birth in Sicily until late 1920*s. 

16 Arrested jn Buffalo l r )20'i and 1930*3 on several charges, including defacing 

17 n»jt n»rrh i le nnrbrr^ , pn^n^im) n f stolen cnr: no convictions. 

l3 Wilted for nntn,mohiJe nr 'ivy of John Charles Montana* in Buffalo. 

2Q © 1033* E'-turnri) to Pittston, V'ns m^chatiic in coal company of Mafia leader Santo 
2^ Vol nr. v ,nt i I l°-12. Cons in recorded his hirth as American in court records, 

H 0 19121916- 

C J OwtfOur .nnrl snrvi'r irm frr ^oft-rtrinV plant of Josrpti Barbara, Sr.*, Bing- 

24 

26 O 19 10 - F' turner! to Pi t t s t on. A'-.'»»H 1^17 assumed M^'in leadership niter death of John 

27 i mi! r a . DT.f 1 iIt-I pov.f-i in garment fnrtoi ips in area. Associates 

^8 - J.-itHm ^ i'li-li .-»* . M i<-»- A I ■> » * , Jn.iTS 0-:! irrn 1 . 

29 ~ 

3 q €r 1953 - V!«it'"l f»*'"v Yotli f ity fi' |«» ntfy, Used contacts in pirrvnt industry to ob- 

^2 t -tin r^r- tracts f' 1 Pi! t "ton. Pica firrr^, Allefdly attended splits in New 

York C ity -*ith Jo*. -my pin, convicted 1 n^or racketeer. 

, O 1954 - fl"n d'<e pnrrr><n and bontfrM: i ng opetfltions. 

35 Jo<?«t'' P"»rl->nrn, Sr., ,n P,t.,.on «... 

36 O 19^0 - F^l th-nrcr at Petroit funeral of s i t ^ r of AnRelo Polizn, now deceased 

i ( Detroit M^a leader . 

38 Visited Havana, Cuba, pod gambling casino with James Osticco* on vacation 

39 trip. 

40 _ , n u 

l\\ UjJ 1957 - Received Lelephon" calf from Ffnanif I Zicari*, associate of Barbara, Sr. 

Attempted to fly t f » T>troit 0 57 , at time of funeral of Angel o Poliiri, Mafia 
>J 3 leader. 

Jjij Pl^w in private ptnnp with Jnm^s Osticco and others to visit Barbara, Sr . , 

45 10/29/57 at Apalarhin, N. Y. 

Toseoh F» Civello*. 

i^Y Frank P-simone*, Simone Sco/^ri* at Scrantcn, Pa., niftht before Apalachin 

'48 p- r ' e t i n^ . 

Traveled withCivello, f>sirrorK, Scorrari, to Barbara, Sr/s, Apalachin home 

50 f 1/14/57. 

^ A Stnpp^.l by Mr W Yorlt Stat- fnl i<*" leavinu; ivertinp in car with Mafiosi Gerardo 

^2 (Mono*. Vtto r>M<-'rse* f fos^ph fdo*, IWnjjiic f>liv^to*. 

?3 ^J) r>^nti'>n-d »>y Nr > Y^rV ( ily polire re Al» ert stasia killing 10/57. /Vtmit- 

fd lcn**-«inp Atiasle-ia, 1 \ -♦'T« ; rd pn^w|r»lf" of niiid^r. 

jprior to ffopni t at inn l< »i»tr, u»ifalino*-: 1n".'-^r, son- in-law of former Maha 
2 leader, called rntfrfr'>. V ; rilv t^ ^istnu-r of llnfalino's birth record there. 

T,awyer infora^d A ^iicp-*- f'-»d f*-«rnr| SiriJimi birth record. 
Ord^rerl deported for fal-^'v < T f1 ' ^inc birth in V. S. , on 4/2/58. 

*4ttrnh-j AMlachin meeting 195? 

So 

51 
52 



One of the most important factors which have bound together the 

Mafiosi in this country in their legal and Illegal activities is family ties. The j 

i 

cloroness awl cooperation of families, involving fathers, sons, brothers, 
urn:!?^, cousins, nephews, fnthcrs-in-law, and brothers-in-law, among 

1 

Sicilian-Italian criminals are a distinguishing feature of Mafia operations. 
Mafia families are reminiscent of some of the notorious non-Italian criminal 
family gangs of the 1930*0, notably "Ma" Barker and her sons. 

Strong family affiliations have tended to solidify the lawless tradition . 
of the afta. I 'afiosi families reserve for themselves, rather than the police, 
the rirmt to revenge the injury to or death of a member of the family. Whenever 
member of a family is threatened with harm, ether members are more than 



rem!*; and wtliina to vvol-c! him. An offense against one is regarded as an 

(11) 

offense against all, which must be avenged at all costs. 

The closeness and cooperation of members of Mafiosi families 
are demonstrated by the loyalty of a niece of a gambling associate of Santo 
Trafflcante, Jr., a prominent r afia leader in Florida. The niece was 
employed Try a Florida telephone company. >Then another government agency 
made inquiries of the telephone company concerning members of the Trafflcante 

rro'tn n"vs of the inquiry soon reached Trafflcante or his associates. (92-2781- 
"' 39) 



10 - 



2 

M %J ) 

5 

6 

7 
8 

9 

10 

n Another example of family cooperation was the aid given to Russell 

12 

133ufatlno, p Httrton, Pennsylvania, Rtafloso who Is presently under a 



1M 



Importation rr*V*r having fraudulently claimed American birth. According 
17 

-j^o lmmlprntion authorities, he rns actually born in ^icily. .About 1940, a 

2(rousln of ttufalino, who wan employed by the local government in Pittston, 

21 

29nade an iU~s;nl entry in the records of Orphan's Court to reflect, as Bufaltno 



^Jias claimed for ynrs, tint he wn? born in the United states. (92-2956-7; 92-2839-8; 23; 

26 27, p. 6;30; 63-596-12, 1^)Phiia Inquirer , 

27 ?*nny Itfaflosi in the United States are related to one another through 4/3/58, i 

?8 , £5) 
29nam iar^e. Intermarriages rerve a means of establishing, strengthening, 

30 

3 land consolidating personal paver in the Mafia. The frequent association of 



10 



^^membern o r various Mafin famili**.'- r^trn leads to the rdtar. There is alr>o 
35 

3#he likelihood that many m^rria^cr between members of Mafia families are 

37 

38contracted by family heads. This probably explains the marriage of Carmelia 
39 

jjOprofaci, daughter of Mafiono Joseph Trofaci, of N**v York City, to Anthony 
4? 

q^Tocco, nan of Ma(Io*o v iliiarn "Hark Rill- Tocco, of Detroit. Another of 
44 

45Profaei'r; druirhtcrs, Posnlir, \* mm r led to Anthony T'crllil, son of Joseph 

ii r 
HO 

^erllii, MaHa head in TMrcU, (100-42303-28, p. 12; 92-2834-2) 
48 

^9 rrcfacl'a vlfe is the r^Xcr or Joseph WaRliorco, a close associate 

51 

52<>f ProfacU Jame^ T a Duca f who attended the top-level meeting of 61 

53 
54 
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TYPICAL INTERMARRIAGES OF MAFIOSI 




ATTENDED APALACHIN MEETING OF 1957 



12 



T. 



!"aftosi ft Apalachin. Mew York, in November, 1957, Is married to the ' [-''A 

I * 

daughter of Steven MagacMino, Itfafia leader In Duffalo. In early 1958, Angel*/ 

"jrrbnrn. Vie dp.urrMor of ,Tnr**ph Barbara. Sr. , *ho was the host at the 1 

i 

Apabnhin gather ins, beenmc engaged to Joseph P'onachino. The latter is the 
pen of Sr.m Monnchino of Auburn, New York, who was present at the ApalacUin 

- . j :: 

meeting (92-2834-18, p. 7; 92-2976-1X, p. 41; 63-4426-105,' enc. behind file) " 
""any Mr-nnH Jo the Unite:! Stf.ten have an affinity by virtue of their . 
r.^ivxrow blrthplnre > \ riciH. Thirty-five of the individuals at the Apalachin . 
medium were nr.tlves of Ti.niv. of whom 30 were actuallv born in Sicllv and twow' 



it W 



in tho adjacent TlaUrvx iirovlnr.f* of Calabria. 

The n-orf n< t.-v-f'v^ jv'OUp of SiciUrm-born Mafiosi in this country is 
Ihe ro- called "'en r? r.'rU L -» There VaHosi settled in the north central 

I irt of Fcnnpylvania ?roin ' riUoton, The etory goes that shortly after the' 
turn of the century, ttrvc T a Torre immigrated to Pittston from Montedoro, : 
fHctf nn i soon p/ii^vo^ iea'forshtp of the Mafia in Ptttstoa* He sent some 
r*omy ho hrd nnvod to n follow vUIcjcr named Hanto Volpe to pay for the tatter's 
Jv^st frrs troT*i Sicily, I ntr-Fi rhnrtes Bufattno, another townsman 9 migrated to 

the nnm*? rv^, Vob o ultimately took: charge of the Mafia when la Torre was 
nnrtft-f. (62-75147-37-132, pp. 155-156) (62-75147-111, pp. 271-272) 



• 13 - 




i o a 

5 
6 

I Volpe was succeeded by John Bclandra, who had likewise come 

\ 0 frotn Mantedoro. Sciandra remained leader until his death in the late 1940 , e, 

12 Charles Bufallno's nephew, Hussell Bufallno, also a native of Montedoro, has 

13 

l^been the ? >afia heed since Sciandra's death. Other Men of Montedoro in 

15 i 

^the Pittston area are Dominic /Jnimo and Angelo Sciandra, both of whom were 

17 . ,]' 

^present at the Apalachln meeting. (62-G1093-30X, pp. 17, 18; 62-75147-1-168, pp.' 6 

20 New Y ork Wo rld Telegram and Sun, 1/13/58, pp. 1-2) 

21 T'ost. informants state that all Maliosi are Sicilians or are descend* 

22 

2 3antB of iw^.imrants from Sicily or southern Italy. .Several informants believe, 

24 - , 

2ghowever, that in unusual cases, non-Italians are accepted into Mafia operations, j 

27 1 
?8Qne such non -Italian mentioned as a possible Mafioso was the late Benjamin i 

29 I 
30 M 3u<jsy" nie^el, a p rominent hoodlum, -who was nvvrdored in 1.947 in Beverly 1 

31 

Jt iiUiF. i.-ni^om'.n. iiuu-<iZ3U,w. t% iuu-'i^oo-^ou; 
33 
34 

3. Cooperation lor Mutual Benefit 

36 

37 The Maflosl bind together for their mutual benefit . In the early j 

38 

39decades of thin century, riv?tl pp'^s Involved in Fifia activity in this country, 
143 

1424 their ififferenr.efl ar a means of ua'flm Sicilian or Italian groups against 

^criminal groups or ofter national iUo«3. (100-42303-280) 
^7 

^8 R'afla leaders in oi»o area frequently c*ll on J^afla leaders elsewhere 

5?tn lAnrf f innnrinl nflnisfnnrrr-. h*i^ \ \ 'if rccinlinnrv matters, harbor fugitives. 
52 

54 - 14 - 
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and the like. In one case, an Italian who was smuggled into this country 
illegally from Mexico, v;as given aid by his brother-in-law, Peter Licavoll, i 
o ? Mroit Maff^so, vho hid him at the large Licavoli ranch near Tucson, 

i 
i 

Arlr.ona. Lien voir s ranch has also been used as a hideout for a Detroit 

j 

futftlve named Tommy Viol*. (62-75147-15-19 r pp. 33-39; 100-42303-274) ; 

/■nether instance of cooperation cit< d by an informant is the 
collaboration of Mafiosi in one area ulth Mafiosi elsewhere in investing 
rocnoy in gambling venturer- in onrh cities as Reno and Las Vegas, Nevada, 
and Havana, Cuba. Coop-:i a'don, nonetheless, does not mean that the Mafloii 

i 

in o->^ < ity enn infringe upou or interfere with M.ifla operations in another city. 
Th^ jurisdiction anil ;?rea? of opr. ration of MafJa groups are carefully defined 
and observed. (100-42303-230) . 
4. Secrecy and G iience 

By reason of the Mafia code of omerta, a mantle* of secrecy and 
Gllonce rhrouds the nature of the Mafia' s ac tivities an d the identities of its 
leaders an d adh erents. Jhr Mafia emphasizes and practices secrecy and 

operations and the identiti<^ of its adherents from the law, as well as from 

other undervorld olomontn vho have harl nrr^rlon fn roma In rnnfart wHh It 



7 

8 A" .Ml—* v 5U pu^Urly .!?iy that they pro r.^fiooi or that they 



l/Ve MfPSnf.^-' r nth nny conspirator!^ criminal group " nown as the Malla, 
ii 

Jt|suaUy r-v*-i. T ^hr.t r i] thny Vn^- 1 Mafia ?n -- ! «nt thoy read about it 
14 

jW the p^-\— "J'bsy '-^ v [p.u " 1 - fortify or v- rusousa the MaHa or 
16 

lftc acthi' ? ~v • -H-i '<e I; ■*» :rr;JI * rfir ' r-fov, for thos? who havo done so have 

18 (IP) 

Signed their o- u depth warranto! (1O0-42303-280) 

20 ^ 

21 - ' f ^ T?«' - vo V v j/pfh t:«^r '^to t;Otr>vcr % wp* questioned by 
23 

2BoIIce c^n<:'* niMf; I' /j'?!nrV?o p^ '-i-w -hich ^ nUr^cJ? -, ho declared that 
25 

26c would rv>f. *" ,v , or.)? Pining thrt I '*m not wish to fnitrrvMot anything Laid 
27 

^'Otbrrr v > -rre Pt f .h' 1 r^ecth^. (02-9-31-45) 

^ ' ' " r ' " '* r> • p n-y ir^- - ?he!r i'Tonf^^r fro^a the pt?bl!c and 

32 

3^10 pollr- Sn '••■> * • ^. v. ■ — " ; • ■ 1 >i ! 1 1 v - ! ? nv^r^'Tn f ^?n. They 
3<J 

36ften en.Jcavrr to h? T o fhoir prcrc-ir? in localities th*y vinit by using aliases 

^gn hotel rc^i'-t.avp n^'i ? 7 -^nr-p^rta*. reservation nrls, 
39 

ijo r^tn Trnrfl^nnt^ Jr., -^ , :r the alim ,,ni r. Tr 1ein, " once flew 

ktrorn v?: - ^ ~, r ,sp f to T'i^ ^ P'f r ^ r ,n r rn<! thevtco to rio v York City. "When 
113 

jjklcke 1 "p *!<»-■• vvM-tt «"tr»<> f!>V* r '' "t A^rO-^Wn, bo t« ■*'»-} to escape 

^6i..i_it^.:4.. ! • .iff*.!..,- t . : ,-, ,. t r n r , , , , : . rt *. ,-v t< ►! \. ; .,r\.»A nn t.i * ~ 

^yuuiii ■ i i. v ". l "- I'.'ijr il ? ■!-■*. »! ..t < ."! iuuufc. > iif i'.iu in r.'fi'u iu ue 

i]4hat o- ?' (lo'"**-":* \ c-'ipl'jyco of .1 r r vrvn (rambling cranio -.ff.ii uhich 
50 

5ffrnfl5cant~ VW'nrr ro-n~<-<" i, ({;?-443G-32, 105; 93-2781-6, 57, pp. 50-51) 
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5. P aired and D is respect for law Uf»i 
The Sicilian tradition of hostility to the law, which is likewise part 



.u 
12 

13 of omerta, is a traditional mark of the Mafia. The Mafiosl harbor a cynical 



J | and implacable hatred and disrespect for the law. Recourse to, or cooperation 

} 3 with, legal authorities for any reason and in any manner la considered by the 

20 Mafia to be a sign of weakness. | 

21 

22 The Mafia in Hcily and Italy has been known for years to be abls to 

2? * . 

arrange for the return of stolen (roods as part of ite extensive "protection" . 

25 
26 

27 racket, hence implying knowledge of the commission of crimes and the criminal* 

?8 . ' 

29 - who perpetrated them. This familiar Mafia practice has also been employed , 

30 ' ! : 

31 In this coyp'.ry. 
32 

33 j n Cleveland nvcnUy, the store of an Italian merchant was 

35 

36 burglarized with a ?oss of about $600 in cash. Instead of going to the police, 

37 ! 

38 the victim complained to Anthony Milano, brother of Frank Milano, a Mafia . 

39 ^ " 

140 loader of Cleveland, now 1'vlng in California. Through criminal contacts, it 

Il -> . _ . 

u% is said, Anthony Miir.no was able to secure the return of the $800. 

^i (63-4296-11-30) 

jjij I respective witnesses have been murdered by Mafiosi on innumerable 

46 

47 occasions to prevent their testifying in court. This eve r-pr esent t hreat of 
48 

c o '2$S**h l< li a i ormant0 ' ' accounts, to a gr eat e xtent, for the paucity of detailed 

51 
52 



2 

3 V> 
6 

^format ion concerning th e Mafia In this country . It could not be expected 

fot the criminal operations of the Mafia, stressing "death to informants/' 

l&ild be easily uncovered to public view. 
13 

^ 6 * Corrup tion of La w 

*~ The ago -old practice of corrup ting politicians and other public 

igures is another sign of Mafia operations. Maflosi use their power ana 

20 

?&ilth to pain the cooperation or active assistance of public officials on 

22 

• n t 1 >i >f >-vf #*< B In f I j-» I Lk n ♦ » s* »» 1 «in L-v-k s> w l*v1 r> 4 f l ,-J 

|c (13) 
2#al politicians to do their bidding. 

27 

29 - 

3ftorney Oneral of California. Th's official was charged by the California 

31 

??ime Commission with koln*>. a "nruithnlece" for the late Jack Dracna. Mafia 

* " -*■ , . - _ v _ . , _ . 

J J 

31 

rader in California. Several checks n<ade out to this official by Dragna 
36 

3?re explained as payment for legal services he had rendered Dragna In 

38 " ' " "(14) . 

iShnectioii with a business concern of which Dragna was treasurer. (62-75147-176, pp. 

JO 13-14) 

h * Term Jr'* ion to operate a "barbute" game In River Etouge, Michigan, in 

H'^ialf of Feter tdcavoll, a Detroit Mafio30, was reportedly obtained from 
15 

authorities In River Rouge by a local gambler. The mayor and the city 
jj&incilnien of Hlver Rouge ar^ alleged to have received payoffs for allowing 

3^ Licavoll group to condict Us gambling game. (G2-751 47-15-81, pp. 59-60) 

52 
53 

51 l 
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It han been reports that at a meeting d the leaders of one al the 



major political parties in tho Pittston, Pennsylvania, area In the Fall of 1957, , , 
flnsr «H Dufallno and James Ostlcco, Mafiosi who later attended the ApaXachif ^ 

! 

» ■ 

r<??l?i)^. agreed to contribute $12, 000 to the campaign fund on one condition. ; 

This stipulation was that, J;i the event of tho victory of the party's slate, .,! 

.-■ ••■■•'ha 

■ I - ;■ 

CpHcco would be named police chief of PfttKton. However, as a result of the f;r 

publicity nrlrin«r fron-; the /oniarMn meeting, Osticco did not get the appointment 

(92-2839-27, Washington Evknihg Star, 6/26/58, p. 10) ' 
FvlloT-ln^ h)r attendrmr o at tho Apnlnchtn meeting, Frank Desimone, ♦ 

a * -arioso and attorney of I on Angeles, had his eyes examined b> a New York • !; 



.J- 



c tty pnyniciwi. .UBFirnun'j i * :t:.i nuuu rtfiwri'eu iu unts uuctur uy uuncu ouiiw f 

I 

► * • . 

m ^ :ro? r mpn Alfred Tv k Sr.nten'r'oln, of Nov/ Y^rV City, who also accompanied 

daughter of rbnrJrp Fa f \ fillogecl MafloffO, whope brother, Vincent Rao, , 
rinn n P'nffrvwv rnc* n?*n<?<vif of Ann1nrh1n. Fantan^olo and Vincent Rao lointlv 

» • - ' - - > » 1- - • -• | • 1 ^ ■ * Jr J '" ~ — —■ - , w — . w ----- p — . - - . , - ^ _ . — -r^ 

i.' 

pnrchmM real e*t?te In Mo-; York City. (63-4296-26-115; 62-9-34-183) 

Tt It loterontlw: to nVcrve that n'hon Perlmone was served with a 

Enbp^n?* by a Fe'ier* 1 rrran'' Jvry fn N<?w York City rtfter Apalachln, his legal 

counsel v;px an attorney who has space In Fr.ntenrelo'f* law office. (63-4296-26-115 

62-9-34-183) 

MtesatfonR hpve boon made againrtt various Congressmen that they 
nnnnrnm i HI In 1* OrniTrefiP d^l^nod to prevent tho 'Importation of criminals 

j 

- 19 - t ' i' 



g as uncleoiif alibis. Tli? unmo of th^ late ron^rccaman Vito Marcantonto, 



. « W .A. I _ ft ^ _ ft ^ ~ 



r 



9 

10 of Nev; York City, receiver) notoriety m this connection, jtsiarcanromu ib 

1 J. 

12 e aid to h?vo nrrnn*ed, In the late IMO's, for the appointment of the son of 'j * ~< 

13 1 

15 ; 

l7 Acadeni;,\ (100-281 26-66, p. 110, 39-2141-A, Now York Journal-American , 2/27/47;>. 
18 100-86033-A, Kansa s City Times, 7/26/55) : vj >^ 

21ahvayp fjwn tyglcnl of their cynical <:Us(!aln lor law enforcement In gener al. \ r r : 

2? Tn *hom "mnnw r.r»n hnv rnvonp. " T n '"--trott. In 1955. a Vafloso named .. 

2 |j * v *- * * ■• ' * * ■ j ' ' ~ r ■ " j . - . ... ..___„__ ^ ..... ......... 

25 

26 Anthony 01oc?«.Vme was convlctc-i, fined $500, and sentenced to eight ironths 
27 

?8 in irJl fir MiomoHnq: to bribe a member of the Detroit Police Department's 

29 - 

30 rfir v^f ^Tir 1 r?r-pion^ h^'l crv^t^t^ the policeman n.t his home and proposed 
31 

^ that ho r-l rn i'^orr^n* for - 1 ^00 a *veek, Oincalone expressed a 
3^ 

35 desire to ar:~':rM:i Ihc Mon^Mcr nf ih^.? racTcotcers under investigation and 
36 

37 to learn when police ra'/'n on Epvihllns* operation?? were scheduled, bo that 

ho coul pr"<</>ct h^ Intererts. (62-75147-15-75, pp. 33-34, Detroit Times, 1/5/55) 
4 2 r?r m' y?*rfl r<r\ H r sorted thnt a dor 1 : tn the officer of the 

DetroU n '>itrf> pn r r>rtm°nt ff F vi^o rwrcd "vas on the payroll of Peter Llcavoli, 
146 Detroit r>f!a leader ami ^rirr.bHnrr r?t<pf in that c!tv« The clerk is said to have 

!i 7 

tipped off T iravoij vhen search wnrrnntc were issued for a raid on I icavoli's 

50 

51 gambHof? ooevrtVvi " . (0?,- 7 5147-1 5-55, p. 58) ; . 

:><: i 
53 I ' 
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2 

1 U l <3 

5 

6 

7 In New York City, In the middle 1910's, Anthony Strollo, Mafia 

8 

9 leader of the Lower '.Vest Side, allegedly had a police captain in his pay, as 



well as a policeman working for him as a tip-off man. (62-75147 -22X) 



* > 



10 

^ A former police department official In Utica, New York, has admitted 

15 

16 being friendly with associates of Joseph and Palvatore Falcone, Maflosi of that 

n i r 

IB city, who attended the Apa'.achln meeting. The Falcones have been reported 
1 9 



i \t 



over the years. . ' t 



^ to conduct an Italian lottery in Utlca. This official Is said to have 

22 

23 remarked that he has gone on hunting and fishing trips with associates of the 

21 " - " 

25 Falcones. (G2-75147-1-1 70, pp. 1-3) 

26 - 

27 7, Intimidation and Vengeance 

?8 . 1 

~~ The element of fear plays a potent part in the Mafia scheme of j 

31 

32 things. Mafia operations are carried out by arousing the natural fear of people 

33 

31 for their lives, families, and property. Threats of reprisal have been utilized 

35 ;. 

36 by M.afiosi in this country with the same deadly effectiveness achieved in Sicily 

38 

39 
10 

4l Refusal to comply with Mafia "suggestions" or orders has frequently 

"2 

13 resulted in violence, Including death by shooting, knifing, or beating. Other 
11 

7! techniques, such as, the bombing or burning of property, have been employed as 
17 

HQ retaliatory measurer?. Thone who have the temerity to resist soon feel the 

19 

50 wrath of the Mafia. Mafia vengeance Js B'vift, certain, and merciless. 

51 (100-42303-274) 

52 

53 ; 
51 

56 

57 
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6 

g r.'nf loci have used the system of surveying criminal activities and 

9 

illegitimate businesses to find profitable sources of income. They then approach 

l|heir victim with the "suggestion" that he permit a Mat ioso to enter the 

JjWiture r~ : jj. "partner" or an "p">« rt ciote. " The order is given to the victim 

l|hat a certain amount of money If to be forthcoming la a lump sum or In 
18 

1 ^regular stipulated payments in exchange for "protection." Mafiosl might 

20 

2^Uso require the owner of a building to make available his premises to the 

2^afia for t'i« operation of a le^ltl^ato busfnes*. (100-42303-274, 280) , 
25 

26 Jn refcroit, for example, an Italian merchant, owning his own building 

27 

?9md an n/'joii^n^ one, leased the lnHer building, at a monthly rental of $300, 

29 - 

3^o a nurrery firm whose r.onconle^ n-vner is Peter t fcevoli, a leading Mafioso. 

3? . . _ . 

^^The merchant was never paid any rent and thereupon appealed to Detroit Mafia 

3 Reader .losorh / erilli personally. Several day later, some of Licavoll'a 

36 

37associntes informed the merchant fhat they needed the building for another 

J8 

Reason- and rogsested that h*> forget ©bout collecting any rent and forego 
M 

ii^procurinT the r.?rvi<-e* of ?n attorney. The merchant, who is familiar "with 
"3 

'4 | 4the brorrnnoss and ruth ?eprner« of such hoodbim5>, fears that the Mafia may 

jjjSeventunUy reouJre Idm to turn over the deed to the property. (100-42303-287) 

t*6 
49 

50 
51 

52 *■ ^ * 

53 
54 
~->5 
56 
57 
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2 

i O O 

5 
6 

7 ' 

8 ' 

q There are countless instances, of course, In which Maf iosi have | ^ s 

10 

x 3 Illegal alcohol, and prostitution, as well an from individuals conducting 

IS 

j"g Intimate businesses. ] 

17 

18 One of the mort outrageous types of traditional Mafia intimidation Is 



extorted money from criminals engaged in such Illegal activities as bootemaklng f 



"■9 

20 the uce of direct or Indirect t hreats against prospective witnesses in court 

22 trff»Tfl tnwMn<r Mafic*!. Domlnlc ; OHveto, a Wafi a leader who was at the' 

23 

pij - * . , 

25 Apnla^hln neetln?, ;v?>f prrostod some ywrn a^o In connection with an 

26 ■ 

27 cr::eclolly vicious p.w*uU. He was charged with posing as a Federal officer, 

-28 . , •■! ^; . 

29 - ri rihlnc the victim r«i the head with a crank handle, forcing him into an 

30 ' " ! '"' • 

}\ ruu>p:iriblle, and Ini'-v Vv<v.< inri »he victim omI of the car. Notwithstanding all 

34 this bodily b*»vn he? inHir'cd, whsn the ca«e was brought to court, the victim, 

35 

36 nn ItrUnn, - pis so frightened by the possibility of additional Mafia violence that 

38 jnninteri he had Identified th* "wrong man." The case, naturally, was 

39 ' 

J J uol-prossod. (92-2912-5, C) 

q 3 T?> r i>olJr* nfMcor and n tootiejfter were killed in Hamtramck, 

45 rMrhl^nn. revcm* witnwrw '.v>re fowl, l^ariinjj to the arrest and indictment 

I 4 1 of t vo suspects. One of the fleets v/ac an Italian with a Msfia background 

•J 8 

pjv' connections. M the trial, a directed verdict of not guilty was reached whet 

51 
52 

53 i 

56 

57 
58 

59 
50 
51 
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7 

5 the fear stricken witnesr es refused to name the two suspect© as the men 

9 

™hey had seen commit the murders. (62^75147-15-19, pp. 33-39) 

13 8. Murder 
Ik 

15 Murder has lonz b^en o f raditional and oCt-used method of criminals 

16 

l£s;>eclaliy J^afioei—to (1) instill foar and serve as a warning, (2) remove 

2 Opposition, (3) exact revenge against informants, (4) settle disputes, or 

21 

22(5) make a living, 

2M Th* Mafia and nrorder pro ge neral ly considered to be synonymous ; 

^or over the years Msfiosl hav* killed freely although not capriciously* The 

2$Joatb of ^ certain Individual Is nr>t a matter decided by ordinary Mafiosi. 

30 

3IVl3fin. ler-M}) ^ r\ro to nr> v ? fJml decision as to deotb, although the 

_/ — 

3|csser T'oflori run rr>ake rue-e'-M-vir sn l rsportn concerning murders deemed 

2^iecessary or expedient. (100-42303-280) 
37 

38 CounUers Matiosd have been investigated and arrested In gang 

39 

Qfclllingp and eth~r dert'is, foul rmrj of the in have been freed duo to a lack 
U 

jJ3rf sufficient evidence as to their tmIH or complicity. Associates of these 

j^uspectr nave been questioned tl'i? and e<;ain, bat they invariably invoke 
46 

i4*1the cupt^nnry I'pfia silence. 

48 . 

49 

50 

51 

52 . 24 - 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

5? 
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The use of murder an a silencing weapon by Maiiosi Is graphically . 
illustrate'! in tho murder of Ferdinand "The Shadow" Boccia In Brooklyn In 



1134. The beginning of the end of Boccia was portended when he demanded 
? 25,000 from the Ylto Ouovese gang, an Infamous Mafia group. Boccia 
c laimed this sum as his share for setting up a victim for "fleecing" In a 
crooked cnxd game. The victim had lost $150, 000. When Boccia became too ~ 
InnlRtent, Hrnoct "The jfawV Rupolo was approached by Genoveae and Mike 
T.Mran Ja, l>oth if. whom, W rents later, were at the Apalachln, New York, 

! 

meeting. P.upolo v/as instructed to "finger" Boccia, so that Genovese** |,., Vi 

j unr en conic! ki'i Mm. Boccia was subsequently killed In a restaurant. "| s£ 

(64-31396-34, p. 7; 137-846-22) 

ollho"gh the r.ollrr* believed Genovefe was implicated In Boccla*S 

murder, f;Vey b-> 1 i^ufHclent evidence on which to secure an indictment 

(15) : 
sgninct hi; t. During the mid- 1030*3, Genovese traveled to Italy from time to 

i . 

f , 

Thomas E. Dewey. In /-ngu«t, 1944, l<upolo, who had served a prison term for 
anothe; sheeting, began to tMk about the Boccia killing. He had pleaded guilty 
to mother "killing fnr hire, ' nn«i, under the threat of a longer sentence as a 
c;om:vt offrmriivr. ho rinnMrt to talk <l<»fm1tf! th» omerta code of silence. He 

blamed the killing on Mnfiosf. As s result, indictments were returned against 

(16) 

Cenoveoe, f-.Mr" vj;>, and four others for the Boccia murder. (62-81093-34-48, 

2) 
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0 © 



2 

3 

5 
6 
7 
8 

9 

interpreter for the Allied Military Government during World War XL Later, 



The search for Genoveso led to Italy, where he had served as aa 



12 - 

X^e had been arrested by United States military police for black-market oper- p-> 
Jettons and confined to a military Jail in Italy. He was extradited and turned ? 
Jgver to the New York City police to answer the murder charge. Geneves* ;■ 



Corroboration of Rupolo's atory of murder depended upon 





y (17) 
2pleaded not guilty. (32-28427)^97) 
21 
22 

fjjestlmony of two witnesses. One of the witnesses, Peter La Tempa, who was 

26 - ' 

2j*ing held in a Brooklyn Jail, was found dead in his cell in January, 1M5. k\ *y 

^8 = f-.'t'ii 
^toxicologlcal examination showed the cause of death was an overdose of ' * 

30 

^leeplng tablets. Bupolo expressed his belief that la Tempa bad been murdered 

3 ifcj GenovcBC or one of hip hireling^. Jj 7/> 

35 

36 The other witness was Jeremiah Esposlto. His bullet-riddled 

37 

3^ody was thrown from a speeding automobile in Norwood, New Jersey. . The 

^deaths of Esposlto an* la Tempa resulted in the dismissal of the indictments 

Hp 

d^agalnst Genovese, Miranda, and the others. (64-31396-34, pp. 10, 17, 18) 
HU 

ii 5 in 1940, a notorious criminal group was uncovered in New York 

J6 ^ 
jj|City through the admissions of several young gangsters who had been indicted 

!*f or stealing automobiles later used in the commission of murder. These 

51 
52 
53 

5H V 

55 . - 26 - 

57 
38 



witnesses revealed the existence of a vast criminal syndicate which the 



underworld referred to as the ''Combination, " and to which the press gave 

(19) 

the appellation "Murder, Inc." 



S 



Murder, Inc., was the brain child of Louie "Lepke" Buchalter, who 

i • • 

was later .sentenced to denth and electrocuted. It was staffed by hoodlums of _% 
different nationalities, and specialized in intimidation, extortion, violence, 
and murder. Prominent among its personnel was a corps of gunmen called 

"troops" who gunnel, knHed, or beat victims. It is estimated that between 

(20) 

60 and 80 Individuals were killed by Murder, Inc. . ■ 

The leader of the Brooklyn "troops" and "chief executioner" of f; 

i : 
I ■ 

f'urder, Inc., v;rp Matioro Albert Anastnsln, rho was* to meet his own violent 

(1950 secret report of Federal Bureau of Narcotics) ( 

death in typical p^n^lmvJ fp.shion by unknown assailants in a hotel barberahopp 

in midtown Manhattan in October, 1957* Anastasla was an associate bf such 

i- 
j 

Infamous Mafiosl Vito Genovese, Joseph Prof act, Frank Costello, and 

(21) • j • , 

Snnto Trafficante, Jr. 

One of the mort important witnesses gainst Murder," Inc., and 

Ananta^ia wns Abe Heler?. Kelns stated that he bad been with Anastasla when 

the dotnU.s of one murder were being planned. During the time Reles was 

furntrhfng information to the district attorney and to the police, he was held in 
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7 

8 protective custody £or over 20 mouths at the Hali Moon Hotel near Coney 

9 

^?sland. New York, as a precaution against gang retaliation. Despite what 

J|?as believed to be an adequate police guard, in November, 1941, Reles died 

in 

lender mysterious clrcurast uices. His fully clothed body was found on a roof 

16 

Hop four stories below his room. One speculation is that he died trying to 

18 

^scape by means of a sheet hanging from his window. Other theories are that 

2^e committed suiclJe and that he was thrown from the window by unknown 

23 (22) (23) 

2Jperson£. 
25 

26 Another instance which illustrates how Nlafia vengeance is wreaked 

thos'3 who violate the code of silence v;as the murder of a potential 

^jprlmtaal Jnfcrn^int in 101^7. Ihi" uo'.mllal informant, who said that he 
32 

3$ad been !>orn into the r^tia, ;A\v:,: his l ulur had h.^on alfiilatod with 
3* 

3^t for years, had furnished inlorrt-allon on the form and characteristics k 

TvT^fla no htCk lrni*'AT rhitm T" l i^ Infnri-ninMc Km!\r moc fn»it%ft I r» ^Kd trnrtU ' 

39 

!i5>f his citr in the oulsklrl? of 7>otroit following his testimony before a grand 
1*1 

^ury Inquiring i.»to crime in and arcnud Hint, Michigan. (100-42303-244; 62-75147-15- 
*»3 82, pp. 99-101; 15-25299-7, Detroit Free Press, 

J** April 3, 1957) 

Jl T 
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II. UISriNC HON Ui'.V X'i-.LU MAHA A N D CRIME IN GENERAL 

According, to tho Ff3I T s Unifor m Crime R eport s, In 1957 the total ' 
estimated crimes, ran^in** from tmtior larceny to murder, numbered over 
two an t three-quarter million. Tor the name period, the total cost of crimes 
against property was estimated at nearly 500 million dollars. The crimes 
represented by thcne flfw* cover the entire United States, both rural and 

■ 

city ax ?as f and were connoted 'oy individuals and groups of Individuals of all 

nationalities and backg: o.v^r,^ 

r 

To Ray that ail o{ the crimes reported were inspired, committed, or 
Hrr >tr \ hv the Mafia vvii \ lv» ridiculous and untrue. The Kefauver Committee 
tfrn • n t^ral Uuroau of ?■ T^oticn, FBI sources, and local law enforcement 
atronci ?s have determin e! Jhpt the Mafia is not responsible for all —or even 
nearly all—crime in thf ^ country. The fact remains, however, that the Mafia 
Js deeply involved in orgatv'zed crime, 
0, Maf ia and Org anized Crlme^ 

The large orf^ni^e I criminal groups of today are a decided 
contrast to the relatively strall predatory criminal gangs which perpetrate 

- 29 - 



7 

8 such crime:; ?s b*rft roJ^crJcr, \rr. ^tavler, rv 1 • ?"tonobile thefts. Organised 

1 x ™ *E - \SK ? " J F s h ttv o turned f r g r± pr j warily rapaci ous crimes to lucrative 
12 

13 aivf r/vdAntd ^ Jorras of ciirrn, r\rh :>n gambling narcotlcfe, bootlegging, 

m " ~ ~~ " 

15 an 1 in^iov; ^rid lnb^r irv; ? :c^- 5r-^ They have fn Vn on some of the 

16 " " ' 

orjTaufr.nti'^ri methods and rttr^^it*:^ of modern business in order to exploit 

1 Q 

2 q no;; Holds of illicit profit* Citri cnt criminal grotr^ sre multipurpose in nature, 

21 ' (25) 

22 cn{?oplniT in Mr and all rackets r vl MvIUoih in di money can bo made, 

23 * 
2*4 -rvsmver ■mfUo 1 -* o->rervo1 ih?.t T o Vnfia has a part in 

25 

^ "binding torpor in loose asrcr^lir.r 1 sorro of the mojor criminal syndicates, 

29 aJBLweil as irny minor g^n^s rnd individual hoodlums, throughout the country • 

30 

31 Ths Co^r-''' f p |t o reposed thrd. r t(Ii leaders ar^ to be found In the most 
32 

33 profited? r m< r-*?nv rJtl" 1- . iMr inform ol >> n . fr* FiibPtnntiated by bureau 
fioutccf; v,?v- ! -o reports -1 that ' -fia loaders in many cities are involved in 
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38 syndicates b-it I hat the Mcfia ct*"'Ot be* considered at? anonymous with 

39 . (?.G) 

40 syn'?irp^n. 

141 

J2 'di" VrJia, therefore is n part of IVe who?? or orfranized crime, 

4 ^ Accordia^ t/i ?ircau sources, r ~<\y r-ndlcnters nr? -pored of persons 
46 

47 not of Ftci'ip'i' liplian decent, rlUrr.^ii the leathern n\ top men of a number 
48 

49 of syndicates rre Maflosi who n >':o policy and see t Vt it is carried out* 

50 

There are on\ * n comparatively f <"v; * Miosi in enr^ rMy or area where 

52 

oynfficiMofi -7 • i \ cr.trlcnco. 

55 
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v? f foi*i arc not Interested in sporadic crimes, such as, robberies, 
bnrfTipr i^s, or Inrceni^s. r bat Mafiosi prefer and specialize in are the vastly 
niprp nrofitMle arrl inorr ' "'"during criminal nativities which cater to the 
v rnlmr-greg n ^lj?PP c ^l££ ° f PiC'\Pj R ' Hence, they have concentrated, for the 
most V*rt f on such biR-time criminal ventures as (1) gambling, (2) illicit 
na? colic? trn'fic, (3) l?ibor and industrial racketeering, and (4) bootlegging. ' 

ft*my times, Vnflo^l do not directly participate in the criminal 
activities In vhlch they hive *m interest, but see to it, by their methods 

! 

I 

o! inlimlrlntJon, violence, nml e xtortion, that, a percentage of the income 



n-ivr 1 Iron' Icpl f>v.1 Mcr'l rntcrprlses in relocated to them. (100-42303-274,^1 

i 

It is noce.srnry to mak^ a distinction between Italians in crime and 1 
WafioM U) crime, r ^st inf<r mards say that the Maflosi are individuals of 
^iciiinn origin or descent an/1 that only occasionally are other Italian j , 

criminals accented into th° 'Win. The Flcilinns comprising the Mafia 
ar^ f?nid to b° feared by ct.h^r Us Man crimine) elements. The Kefauver 
'■'ommittoe printed out V*? -v^Hn embo r H~ r: only a "very small fraction 
of r\ p- reent^' ro " of rirUiin% and mo derogatory Inference should be drawn 
about -ieilbn - rencrnUv bncau/?* the % r ant ni^j rv ^ity of citizens of Sicilian and 
ItnMan c <tr?'' »vn ax*" law-;'' '(Mttp. 



\ 
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9 

10 

Irangltton of Mafia to Un'ted States 

Uie United states was tho lan J of opportunity for hundreds of 

J^usands oi Haihas and ^iciLi iau i i the /alter part of tho 19th Century and 
17 

Ii8the early decadss of the 20th Cen ! »ry. Social, economic, and political 

2ihditions in Italy, and especially in ' icily, became unoearable to many in 
21 

^ poorer classes who finally saw f U to n?lgrate to th^ ne.v world westward 

jftj search of a bolter life. 
26 

27 Thin country furnished a /riturnl haven ior many Sicilians and 

|Slians engaged in Italia activities " ho wore being sought by the Italian 

^Uce. burins; the r^O*^ this \\v p »rtl^ul^rly truo. Vu?;-ollni used strong 
33 

measure;; In ;vi offovt to ri 1 i< Uy • Mr; 1 c^u-';mg numerous Maftosl 

35 

% flee to the UmU . -I Ftntes. Many -nt^ro-l Illegally , some of thorn v/ith the 
|?d of Mafiosi h ire. (100-42303-271) 

^, On account o' a growing t 'pj.' ^tioa of .V lei Hans and Italians, Mafiosi 

!eyming to this country were able to fin J Urge communities of their countrymen 

tyftxom they co ili continue to prey usr>.) nt>d exploit. The fear of the Mafia and 
46 

jjla general reluctance to trust law enforce meat olf leers male honest, hari- 

j^orP-ing Italian lnmtfgrante the perfect soil in which the transplanted Maflosl 
51 (30) (31) 

33>uld continue to'tlourteh ciWinall} . (100-42303-280, 282,317; 03-4426-32) 
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B. New Orleans Inciden ts 

New Orleans, with a sizable Italian population, was one of the first 

American cities to experience the plague of the Mafia. By 1890, there had 

i 
f 

been c!osr> to a hundred reported Mafia murders in New Orleans. These 

! 

murders were part of the bloody history of vende tta practiced by Sicilians and: 

t (32) . ■ A 

Italians familiar with Mafi* methods, ! 

i 

A number of Mnfii incidents occurred in the early 1890' s in that .... 
city, 05ie of which culminated in the severance of diplomatic relations between 
Italy and the United States for a brief period. The specific episode involved \ 

the lynching of a group of r x -ven Italians implicated in the murder of I 

New Orlortns Vol J re Chief I'nvH ',\ ITennessy ?sa result of his investigation 

(33) 

of numerous Mafia-type operations and killings. (100-42303-284) 

i. 

Two reasons for Honnessy'e murder were advanced. The first ■ 

i 

) 

reason was to avenge hin arrest of an Italian bandit who had been extradited 
to Italy tr stand trial* Fonnrsny wars said to have been offered a -bribe of 
?5, 000 to retract his Identification of that bandit. (100-42303-284) 

Th<? second reason 'vas to prevent Hennessy's intended testimony 
against c ^ of two feuding factions of the Italian community which sought 
domination vf I hi* Mew 'Ulf wnl*rfront. As a result of a number of 
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;jjt> eight, hot vims unable to roach *v agreement to three others. All were 



6 

gvendetta killings, Hennessy called the warring (actions together and obtained 

9 

itfrelr agreement to stop. Dut violence booh broke out anew between them. 
17wo days after Hennessy publicly announced that he Nvould testily on behalf 

i •a 

one faction at a trial, he v;;\r r.v, r rferM. (100-42303-284) 

15 

^ In the pubs client trl a I of -ilevra Italians lor the murder, ten days 

18 

^grere necessary to examine nearly 0 )9 prospective jurors before a Jury could 

20 

2&e Impaneled. In March, 1001, the jury returned a verdict of "not guilty'* as 

22 

2j 

25 

^returned to j.»il in view of a aecon-l i^dU tment ponding against them. 
27 (100-42303-284) 

?8 . Strong public feeling war. nro>ined by the verdict. The day following 

29 - 

3Qi3 end of th? tri-il, a crowd of am-vy New Orleans citizens Etormed the jail, 

31 

^ieized the defendants, hanged two, Mid ?ihot and i-lU. vl nine. The Italian 

government protested the lynching, but the state and local authorities took 

36 

35!o action against the lynch mob d^-plte pleas from the United States Secretary 

38 

38f State. Italy thereupon revered rUplomatic relations with this country 
!*° (34) 
JJuring 1801 -J 80?.. 

fl ^| Other incidents ol extortion, kidnaping, and murder took place in 

U5 

*j£he Italian community in New 'Means during the 189U's and in the first 
facade of the 1000's. As a consequence of the kidnaping of the son of a 

cjrotninent funeral director in X'^Ol, an f Ulan vigilante committee was 
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C. Black Hand Perioiof Mafia, 1900-1920 



2 
3 

5 
6 
7 

8 organized by civic and political leaders. Not only did the vigilante committee 

9 i 

10 assist in bringing the kidnapers to trial, but it also helped to calm the fear 

XX 

12 ot the Mafia among the Italian population. (100-42303-284) 

11 
15 
16 

17 '• Background 

18 

"•9 New Orleans, of course, was only one oi many American cities 

20 

21 to feel the baleful influence of the Mafia in th;»lr Italian communities. Mafia* 

22 

2k 1>T- activities were likewise carried on in other large cities with substantial 

25 * 

26 Italian populations, such as, New York City, Chicago, Kansas City, and 

27 

?8 . Pan Fr'uclsc.0. 1 

29 - : 

30 i rom iOOO to W ), the Mafia often manifested itself through 

32 

so-cr»P • 1 IJlaok IT.mkI pctivilips which became widespread in many Sicilian- 
s' 

35 Italian communities. According to ojie source, the Black Hand was a name 
36 

37 Invented by a newspaperman covering an Italian bomb extortion case in which 

38 > . 

39 the threatening note contained an Inked handprint as an identifying mark. 
'1 

i4 2 Black Hand activities, which included intimidation, terror, extortion, 

kidnaping, and murder, were con Incted by Maliosi and other Italian criminals 

45 

'6 with relative success because of the temperan ent of the Sicilian-Italian 

47 
48 

49 
50 

ci committed Mack Hand crluvs worked alone and sometimes in pairs or in 

5 J (35,30,37, 38,39) 

53 small groups. 
54 

35 * Whenever Kansas City is mentioned in this monograph, it refers to 

36 Kansas City, Missouri. 
57 

58 "35- 
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victims and their inborn dread of these familiar methods. The Maflosl who 



8 

10 2 - Ycr;: City 

12 <H tlio bra cf tU* ceuluzy, i;ew York City had the largest Italian 

13 

114 ropulr.t 1 >n- v - t u'o:J irately f00,£^P: of any city in t*e United States* By 

15 

^ 190Q, ria<? T : T T rn s ! '-??prcJat?onn M :at city, inc^ M:yr those perpetrated by 
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■> 9 MafioBi, h.-d V-occ-'-.e se numerous air! go flaprrn! that they were considered j 

20 • 

21 to be t!:2 -.verrt In ray city in the country. They took the form of dynamiting of 
\l (40) (41) 

1 3 houses end -hops, kldnapi'i" of v y x l .'rm, and I'V'^ -all'.nfr. 

25 

25 *' 'nth r~nd \oii:bia~o ' y ' ~r:;o::l of ho-vee and stores in New York City 

27 ' '! 

?8 were the corr.^^e erf the refuel cf victims to comply with demands for 'i 

29 - ! 

30 nioncv r cV:.";j' [forr. fo:nctJ.' ". v rr a .ovccC3ofut Ttalirn merchant would be 

31 : 

3 ^ ordere i to ■ -.rfvi :. i;ay;-?c!»t iL he - lo stay In ,M ;r.mees; if he failed to 
34 

35 fulfill this .'c:.t-v.!, h!r brcuicco : , -Ir!' ,, if:hn!,cnl or Lome would be bombed 

36 (42) (43) V < j 1 

37 or set en fire. ; 

38 . | 

39 . T!»e violence inflicted c i victims liy T 'r'ioei in Black Hand crimes ■ 
H 2 was often hox? l N1 c. Cue detective neT'gaed to f.'lav!: Hand investigations 

U 14 report' ' - f . an **.alian pan-. v;bi-h rrn a baUory b> T^rocMyn uced the ovens 

45 (44) 

46 to cremate the bn .lies '.»r their vie!?' :.«:. 
47 

jj^ .' 'die T -afiool rrcnea a1?> r -crated in Pla?\ Pand crimes as 

1 indivld-Trli. or irmall (troths in Ur v \ r c:i: City c'm l lhcr?o yearr, extortion 



rackets were also conducted on an organized scale by larger groups ol 

M ifiosi. These groups, comprised of criminals steeped in Mafia tactics, wen 

j 

involved in "shakedowns" which have always been a Mafia trademark. j 

A former prosecuting attorney in New York City cited the influence 
the Mafia exerted in the wholesale trade of Sicilian lemons in that city. An 
Italian established himself as a lemon broker and within a short period had 
cornered most of the lemon businesr amonft Italian fruit wholesalers. Under 
hin "protection, " these ^hoJsBalers agreel to buy lemons from growers he 

* 

represented in Sicily. The Italian merchants wore quick to recognize this 

broker as a Capo Mafloso, or Mafia leader, and knew that harm might befall 

— {45) | 

U??ir relatives in Sicily if his dictates were not obeyed. j 

In r.-i?>'itonr»rit Giuseppe Potrordno, of the New York City police 

department, who was investigating Italian criminal groups, including Mafiosi, 
journeyei to Sicily to ch?ck the criminal records of some 1,000 Italian 
criminals and ex -convicts then operating in Nnw York City. Petrosino was 
ambished and nnurdsre 1 in a public square in Palermo, Sicily, on the evening 
of Ms arrival. 

The Petrosino murder aroused much concern among law enforcemei 
officials, because ft v/?r pal ?nt th^t news of Pt>trosino f 8 trip had reached 
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gafiosi In SicOy before hits arrival. He was murdered as revenge for his 
g 

Vftorts in gathering evidence to prosecute or deport their Mafia comrades in 

(46) 

'}£ United State?.. 
13 

14 ! y VorlJ War I, Black Hand activities in New York City were on the 

15 

|^ne due mainly to aggressive police action in apprehending Black Hand 

18 . 

luminals, the protective custody afforded witnesses, and the accumulation of 

20 

iifficicnt evldon.ee for successful prosecution. More and more Italians felt 

\\ (47) (48) 

ajile in filing complaints with the police against Black Hand criminals. 

25 

26 3 « Chic j^o 
27 

?8 . In Chicago, as in Bow York City, numerous small gangs of two or 

29 - 

3firee Maftosl conducted their svnt ?> .nth* Black Band blackmail, extortion, and 

31 

Harder in the Italian o v .ir ivv'y . !''*'\y f >ok advantage of Italian family solidarity 
31 

§.n levying trlh.de, the victimn bei.vr; prer5*,ured into acceding to their demands 
36 

37r to committing crimes for frar of harm to members of their families. This 

38 

i3-epldatlon extended to the pohrt of retiming to notify the police of threats 

£J (49 50, 51) 

ij&celved. The tradition of t'n* Mafl-»-- d"»ath to informants --was enough to 

"3 

Convince v ictim,'; of the danger In taking their problems to the police and of the 
15 

16csirabi'Kr of pleading Ignorance or Inability to Identify the principals. 

17 

18 

^9 
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A rather fatalistic attitude wa3 assumed by some police toward 



5 
6 
7 

8 

9 

10 
ij. 

12 ' 
11 Plnr!: T'nnd killings and bombinnrs. since the silence of victims and witnesses 

" - - - - - - - ■ — - _ .. ...... . . . . , . , 

11 

1 ^ rlikc proved almost Insurmountable. The fact that police were unable to 

17 

i a prevrnt or solve these crimes only tended to increase the disinclination of 

^9 " (52) 

20 Italians to look to lav/ enforcement as a solution to their dilemma. j 

21 

22 /*ccordinpj to CHcmto newspaper reports, there were 40 Black Rand 

23 , 

2k mur^r in 1911, ?3 in 1 91 B> f S1 in 1913, r^nd 42 in 1914. One author claims 

H (53). (54) 

2*j that there have been 301 Hack Hand murders in Chicago since 1890. 

?3 . 1 
29 As early as 1907, an organization called the White Hand was formed 

30 

31 to romfcat I^Ip Hand rri^in-»l.s in various American cities. The White Hand, 

-> «- 

33 composed of Italians, had >n its object corporation with the police and the law. 

35 

36 In Chlrngo, it was supported by the Italian Chamber of Commerce, the local 

I f 

38 Italtnn newspaper, and several Italian and Sicilian fraternal orders. The f , 

39 

^ 0 " hito Hand sent irv^ticjal^r* to Sicily and Italy to unearth the criminal records 

41 

lip 

of Black Hand criminnlr in an rffort to have them deported from the United State; 

II (55) 
(15 However, little morn was liTt '' of the V'hHc Hand after 1910. 

4 7 4. Kansas City 
H8 " 

^9 jn Kansas City, t\i» Italian community was likewise beset by 

50 

^2 Placfc Van-* depredations Hp, 1900-i ,,, "». retortion note* were received by 

53 

5^ I 

i5 j \ 

56 { 

58 - 39 - ! 
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2 

3 > 

5 
6 

8 businessmen in the "Little Italy" section of the city, demanding sums of money 

9 

lu ranging £rom $W to $u,uw. jne conspiracy ui aucuw ««' *■ -~ — - — 

* 2 witnesses were so complete at one time that, despite the arrests of numerous i 
15 Black Hand criminals, including \Uliosi, the chiel of police admitted that ; 

17 prosecution was virtually Impossible. (74-1392-12, p. 5) 

18 ! 

'9 5. A' est Coast 

20 

21 Mlack Hand pillage also extended to the uest coast in the early 

H i900»f. It was the same story tfure, with the familiar techniques of 
25 

26 intimidation, extortion, violence, revenge, and murder being used with 

27 t 
?| devastating etiect against the residents of Italian communitleB.^^ pp. 25-26) 

!J D. Clack Hind A dtly ttte«_qt [' y 1 3 20 to Date 
32 

33 Although there have b<: ->i» many alleged fUack Hand incidents 

35 since 1020, it. ts apparent that most so-called ULtok Hand letters have been * 



^1 employed by persons trying to capitalize on the fear such communications 
38 

11 have generated m i' al ^n communities in this country in the past. Some of 

m - - 

i»2 the extortion cases with i'dack II )".d Insignia investigated by the Bureau indicate 
H* that Black 'land methods live ai.nn bacn used by non -Italians against non-Italian 

it *» - _ V 

^ victlms! ) (62-9448-l, 15; 9-1914; 9-1891-5; 62-108-2405; 66-2542-2912x; 9-2334; 
?I 9-6649; 9-6666; 9-1535; 9-3648; 9-23841-2, 5, 9) 

50 

51 

52 
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It appears that effective police campaigns against Black Hand 
criminals during 1910-1 0?9 somewhat frustrated Mafiosi in their efforts to 
make money by Intimidation, extortion, terror, and murder of their victims, 

However, the advent of th"? Prohibition era was to offer Mafiosi new and 
Rreai?r opportunities for th«ir special brand of criminality. 
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who had engaged In rg.ack Han't intimidation, extortion, kidnaping, and 



6 

8 IV ' PUKING Pll OBI BITION 

9 

10 

J- J. A. Bootlegging 
12 

14 ! - ^cner-1 
15 

■ig T\ pHa operations in t^? UnUed States wore still comparatively 
17 

■» O lfntifnrl rt Mt^n flur* 1 til K A rv » r\v* ✓ ! rv> onf fho Pnncf UnMnrt hAPQmA off AnlltrA 

J. Q ii in 4. ; i tii'i'w uio unit 4 j u. . \. nu i u % - 1 * t LW ^uuriituviun wvwouiv vncuuw 

20 i n io2o. 7h» advent of Prohibition brought the Mafia to fruition. Mafiost 

21 
22 

23 
24 

25 murder fouml 1 roblbltlon mp.de to order for their type of crime. At the 

26 

07 hflfTlnnlnor rrf tho T Mnr M nri Tlnfi^o* trnro r\r\PraHnor tnrti viH^iallv and In 

?8 . 

2 9 small groups, but by the time of repeal in 1933 there were large, organized 

2? (5V) (58) 

o 2 Mafia gangs, many of which cooperated with other gangs outside their own areas. 

33 (62-75147-15-19, pp. 24-25) 

3ij The wealth and influence achieved by Ratios I before 1920 were 

35 

36 Snfjlmiif Ir.nn! comnared to what ihov hnd achieved bv the end of Prohibition. 

- ...... — { j - - - - -■ ' - ■ - • - - - - j - - ~ u - - ~ - 

37 

To Mafioel, the manufacture and sale of illegal liquor was the ring on which 
they cut their teeth. There wore enormous "shakedown" profits to be 

42 

43 derived from the production of illegal alcohol. The leader of one criminal 

45 gang made a practice of approaching Italians running illicit stills and 

^ 6 _ _ 

jjg demanding a certain percentage of the alcohol produced. That leader also 

149 

5Q decreed that those stills should be operated by a certain number of his own 

51 
52 

53 - <«3 - 

5|i 

56 I 

57 } 

59 
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men, from whose vo.*ies he 'voulrt take a cut* Refusal to comply with 

(59) 

tb^se order*? brought tho threat of retribution. 

Prohibition v;v-; • Mine of violence nnd bloodshed as gangs In the 
big cities vied for povcr. ? iorce, lengthy intergang warfare was rampant In 
metropolitan arens. A heavy toll was exacted among gangs and gangsters as 
th^y struggled for the Illicit spoil* of Prohibition. In 1927, during the 
peak of gnne: wars in St. Louis, an average of one Italian a day was murdered 

5 -~T6u) ; m 

during the cours e of a m onth* sjime. 

from the violence gunsmokc, and blood of Prohibition days were 1 

to crm rg-*? the orsanired r? In -In-ti groups as \vr know them today— Uw big 

"ryn'Mcnt/^" with thMr rr ? - wet >Me ' busine^n-type lenders, their lawyers, 

(61) (62) 

their ' specialists, " and thefr us-> of legitimate businesses as ' fronts. M 

Prohibition brought Mnfla operations out of the Italian community | 
and Into the community at 1' r^e in order to satisfy the desire of many 
citizens to quench their thirst. I he J 8th Amendment endowed the Mafia 

wUh fnbulous funds and too'< it from the isolated Italian quarters and bestowed 

(63) 

it on the cities as a whole. 

Typical of criminal operations in the Mafia tradition were the boot- 
legging activities of th? IT'-VVs awl early 133Ts in Kansas City and Chicago; 

-43 - 

I 
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7 
8 
9 

10 

lx 2. Kansae Ctty 
12 

13 Frnsas City had Us share of Piack Hand activities during the 

Ik 

^riod 1 9^0-1 920 when Italian rrinMnals operated In the north end of the 
17 

^ty. Purin? th^se two decadc3, Black Hand criminals acquired much valuable 

2$*perlencc which was to serve them well during Prohibition. 
21 

22 v ith the hosinnins of Prohibition, a number of small Italian 

23 

imlnal groups came into conflict v, ith one another over the Bale of sugar 




tip bootleggers, as well as the theft of fujar. Many murders and beatings 



[hares in the business, and pro r i fc s were distributed accordingly. (92-2813-3) 



2($ccucred as a result of this internecine warfare. (92-2813-3) 

30 

31 Jn 19?3, ph enterprising Malign opened a sugar warehouse to 

32 

|^ipply that commodity to illicit di: til I err. He wan later approached by 
35 

3\pcal Mafiosl who wanted to "muscle Jn" on his sales- An agreement was 
37 

36eached and a corporation with about 18 members was formed which haa 
39 

J*Seen called th n "Sugar House" syndicate. Fach member was given equal 
k 1 

n 

jj5 The p ugsx Fous° syn^ic-le "? a. Mafia rrononoly by virtue of Its 

k6 

Absolute control of the illegal liquor trade in Kansas City. Its Income was 
zed in a variety of inecnlous war . By gaining sole control over sugar 

50 

5. 

53 

5Qf sugar solo. Most sugar vas bought in freight -carload lots, but some of 

55 

^M. W<IH UUltf lit', 'i ill HU UUSl Wllitl^VU/ "11 Wc*:i MUl^II, ( y ^- I 3- 6 ) 

37 

58 

59 
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distribution to still owner a, the ryn'Hcrtr war* In a position to rig the price 



Tho Sugar House syndicate sold its product on a cash basis. Those 

i 
I 

still operators who did not possess ready cash to pay for the sugar were j 
permitted to pay in installments but were charged an exorbitant interest rate, 
irufrir was made available to still operators on the condition that they sell the 
liquor back to chs syndicate at the wholesale price o£ five dollars a gallon* 

i 

The syndicate then retailed it for three times that figure. (92-2813-3)5 

The syndicate aino coatr oiled the sale and financing of automobiles' 
use d by these illicit liquor manufacturers. Competing groups were permitted 
by the syndicate to operate on a small scale in the sugar and liquor business,; 

provided the syndicate received a percentage of their profits. (92-2813-3) f 

I 

Heirbers of ths ■ "ujjar House syndicate became rich as a result of 
thiir monopolistic venture, following the repeal of Prohibition, they put 
their illegally accumulated wealth to use by establishing legitimate beer and , 
liquor distributorships. (92-2813-3) . j 

3. Chicago 

The i lory of J'roMbltloa in Chicago In the story of the Capone gang* 
At the start of irohibJUon in Chicago, thousands of residents of the Italian 
community were organized into a veritable ar:ny of alcohol makers. It 
has been claimed that at one time 80 per cent of the families in the Italian 



7 

8 colony of that city were involved !n the production of alcohol by home 
^£tills. The cnsy money to bo realized from bootlegging appealed to these 

12 

Igeople w\ vns a mnjor caus^ of roufllct between ih'> many gangs of Italians 

1^ (G4) (65) (GG) 

15nd other nnM^n^Htios, 
16 

17 ncv, nr f nrf ^, c; n pv^* i^rin vise to notoriety as the body* 

1 9 

2 guard for Johnny Tnrrlo, who haH Imported him from Brooklyn. Torrjo had 

21 

2Eucceei2od .Mm" Cnlo«dinr\ th* tori "mnrqtflr of '.McaTO** Pouth Side, 

23 (G7) 

2frhen the 1 fitter murders 1 *n J r ?0, 
25 

2y Tovrio proceeded to "xl^vJ and to con^olidp'e his bootlegging, 

?8 

gambling, ani vi^e operation^ ovo v t.h* entire n^fcropoHtan area v/ith the aid off 

30 

3lQUftht p? T Je? n^Mt'rr»i pioVpfi i> \»>r^ atro r^een^ful in rer.chin^ 
32 

-3njreen>A!)t q vitb different p n " rt in* t 1 ^ f ^MUnr T ;rf^ system of aligning 

\l "(68) 
^erritorJ^ 0 f nr ^"ir^^.l oprr* l fion r \ 

37 

38 In 1PM, Torrio v/a? the victim of an ambush in v/hlch he nearly 

39 

4 ftst his We. He r**v; fH to n rrH.ro M and to turn over h<* reins to Capone. 
Ml - 

{j^or a few ver^n prt~ r To'rJo'r reHteme-t,, the political and police protective 

'45 

W,YhUe evident is not available to rhow conclusively thit Al Capone was one 
\W the KvVo*>\ he was in contrct v/Hh th^m and he uned Mafia-type methods, 
Jff herefore, a brief reference to his criminal career is made here to round 
_Jrt the picture of the Malta. 
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system he had built up broke down and a succession of fierce "beer wars" 

i 

erupted between gangs which had formerly cooperated and limited their j 

; 
t 

territories. A truce was declared in 1928 only after much violence and 
bloodshed had been expended. Capone secured the territory in south Chicago 

i 

for his beer distribution, foul obtained a rronopoly over the entire city for 

(69) (70) 
his gambling ventures. 

Much of the personnel for the Capone gang was recruited from a » 
Sicilian mutual aid society known as the Unione Siciliano. The Unione Slcillano ' 
existed in other sections of th^ country, notably New York City. Although ; 

it was ostensibly a benevolent, fraternal society, the fact is that in Chicago f 

I 
i 

and Jn many other areas it provided a front lor some Mafia activities. In 

Chicago, the Unio?ie Sicllftno exerted considerable influence in the municipal 

(71) (72) 

government because of the political patronage it bought and paid for* (62-23331-1 

62-75147-9-80, pp, 68, 69) 
As gang leader, Capone was in a position to avoid direct 

participation in criminal activities and in gang feuds. The St. Valentine's Day 

uicitiwaciu in kv&v ui bvvcii it-A-.it;* d u* tuts nv»u pu^n iv,uk<xn ^aii(^ *© au 

illustration of how Capons d-Mlt with the opposition and how he protected 
himself.- Capone had an airtight pilbl — ho was in Florida at the time. His 
numerous vice, gambling, and liquor establishments were operated for him by 

nnrlerlinpn. Hv th* rmrt of th* Himonft wjfl the undlSDuted "crime kinit" 

(73) 
of Chicago. 
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6 
7 

g Th* rronopoly of the Capo a? gang over other phases of criminality 



n 



l\0as shoivn In the cleaning and dyeing industry in Chicago. Threats were made 

i ± 

ISndacts of violence were committ'yl hv members and organizers of a retail 
13 

gleaning r*°d '*y?i««* association ar;ain??t independent cleaners and dyers who 
16 

Infused to Join, flover U organlr.or'* vert? Indict e 1 for damage they had 
18 

Iftflicted on independent cleaners, I* it they were acquitted in a trial. 
20 

3ktimidatton and violence continue I to pjngue the independents until one 
^depend?nl, In 3n.no\incing thru C^vm had become a "partner" in his shop, 

pasted publicly thot he then had th? "best protection in the world* " 

27 

*?8 . At the Hire of C.iponeVs trial In 1931 for Foleral Income tax 

29 - 

|P:asion, the iJplted ^tatcs Attorney ^Ur ated that the rross annual income 

|s the Cairme panp, totalis J r>bo ,%f 7 r> Mil 5 in dollar*? • rho director of the 
3^ 

Chicago Crip*? Or>r-*>ii?vnon once rV^M ir^d that the Ca pone gang was a 
36 

Criminal organisation with a menacing payer surpassing that of the Mafia 

»« „ (75) " " ' ' 

Sicily. 

M?* Mafia and "Good Killers " Gang 

14 In 1021, police In several hip: cities uncovered an early version 

«5 



Murder, Tnc. f In the form of a *^aC!a gang which had been given the name 

jJ^Good Killers. " Thla group of assassins was suspected of some 125 unsolved 

50 ' " 

murders of Italians i;i Mew York Cily, Pittsburgh, Detroit, and Chicago. 
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Persons in this Mafia operation had immigrated to the United States 

i 

about 12 years before from the Casteilammare area of Sicily* They became BO 
noted for their talents that thoir services were widely sought and highly paid 
for. They specialized in the murder of individuals for any reason, but their \ 
activities also included the robbery of successful Italian merchants and the 
control of the Italian policy name. 

One method utili7Pd by the "Good Killers" was to force or hire 
other Italian gangsters to do the actual killings and then murder them as a coyer 
up, Tltt "Good Killers' 1 gnns was reported to have accumulated a "war chesty 
of 7200, 000, Several lead u ^ of that murder band established themselves 

in business in the Italian communities of cities in order to conceal the criminal 

i. 

tinznnpr in which they acquired their wealth. (76-81) 

Q 9 Modernization of M_afia 1 

Until after V or Id "War I, the Mafia in the United States was led by 

old-tim* Mafiosi who were extremely clannish and adamantly refused to 

associate with any but their own rUcillan-born countrymen. But a change was 

signified when Gulseppe Mfasseria declared himself the leader of the Mafia 

in Vew York City flftf>r Tgnario "T upo the Molt" Salotta was given a long 

prison term for counterfeiting Mnsserla, who tns nicknamed "Joe the Boss, " 

was as clannish as his predrcessors, but he did permit his associates to fo*m 

(82) 1 

friendships and establish contacts with groups of different nationalities. 

I 
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6 

7 * ^irseria's chi?f lieutenant was a young Sicilian named Charles 

8 

Lucky" Luciano. Luciano personified the Americanized faction of the 

1 Jtailan criminal element and made it a point to become friendly and to make 
13 

1 Alliances with outside Italian and non-Italian hoodlums. Among his frlenda 
15 

^nd contacts wore Louis "Lepke" r>uch<iUer f Jacob "Gurrah M Shapiro, 

i^-Teyer Lansky, Benjamin !, Bug3y" Piegel, * f Dandy ff Phil Kaetei, and 

20 (83) 
2i\bner "Longie" 7 will man. 

22 

23 Luciano thoroughly evriorned the Ivvwl In crime toward cooperation 

^ith oilier criminal groups and tOT\rd less interring rivalry and indiscriminate 

27 

^yiJUAU^i AU Hi's.- i.uu ;-i'tuii( * i ; f m iici ♦ r iUWi *ir-» *yna ^^^fii ^ ii [ictJtvi, *rii*w* fv ««3 f 

29 ' - (84) ; 

"5(10 prove Manse riVs undoing. i 

31 

32 r in°c L'jel.un .vas a r? M-our u was inevitable that criminal nature 

33 

^jkhouid take it' course. is*;?t •> <^mo to a violent end in April, 1931, after 
36 M 

o'he had dined with Luciano in a Coivv Island restaurant. Luciano was in the 1 

38 j 
3 linen's room and conveniently absent from the table when several assassins 
^0 " f85) 
Hvalked in an 1 r'\ot yasserla to death. 

•n 

^ Despite : 'asserla'3 demtac, there still rerealned a number of 

45 

ligjld-line iMafiord in position of leadership In Italian gangs, notably 
17 

48i ; alvatore Marrizano. ,, Lcpke" Puehalter, with whom Luciano was quite 

H9 
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intimate, if said to hwe convinced Luciano thnt the old-type Italian hoodlums 
ctoocl In the way of probers and would have to be liquidated. Five months 

r'tcr J"arr; r,T da root Mr de-d.h, I-'arrisann wr* phot and his throat cut in his 
o'ftro r- r ilrf-Vpnlirttan b-ilMi^. It ir Mro reported that within a period of 
r n*C'. si dnyn, snrne 30 or other older loaders of Mafia groups throughout; 
the country were murdered, j 

V Uh this mars bloodletting p>auy of the Mafia 1 a old-fashioned 
Jmfiers "-r>rn e\i^n?t^) $ to^eth^r with their antiquated methods. The new, 

vonnr^r, and Americanised Vafiosi were then in a position to cooperate I 

I 

and collaborate fully with outside criminal groups and to Join together in 

(87) ' 'I 
the? cn^truction tb* ne-v ^HrvM^l order—the syndicate. 

Kv?r rince i nei**no crtabllshe i the precedent, Mafiosl have 

worked freely and closely with criminals ami criminal, groups of other f 

i 

nationality and racial backgrounds. Through traditional and effective ) 

VJafta method? of maintain* leadership an<l discipline, Mafiosi associated 

in criminal enterpriser with non-Tt*1iann have been able to keep the 

(38) ' 
latter ,f Jn line. " 

Thus, f aflosi, Hio bad entered the Prohibition era involved 

in crfrdnal activities within the limits of various Italian communities as 



7 

8 

9 

^ividuals or in small groupn, found themselves at the end of Prohibition 

12 

ft^nding to^tiier on ? wider scale for mutually beneficial criminal purposes, 
^operating v Uh hoodlums and criminal groups of other nationalities, and 

derating In areas outside the Italian communities. 

"9 
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V, r AHA SUJCTS END OF PUO HIBITION 

a,, Grmblinj? 

C ashling fo?dr m> ih^ rfcaire of human beings to take a chance and 
r *rr*Kv win p r^ropt p.m*v« ^[ of ^onoy. With criminals more than eager to 
enter M such a humm fpi»*vr, rramhlinrr ban always been a lush field of 

critpJml endeavor. 

V IV* the e*vi of i vohihUlon, th* native gangs of the Mafiosi and other 

v > • 

rjimmV' involved In pxtr-iHro b^tl^rr^? turned towards new spheres of "easy 

: 

mon^y. ,f GarabMn* way rryde to order for them. In gambling—as in 

Prohibition— rrimlnnls offo.rod what many people desired even though it was 

(09) 

nie^^l 5n mnny f^rm«, r iV - equalised on human desires. 
1. General 

fin h?c boon Rtr 1 .^--, t^e Mafia doo* not constitute all of organized 
crime, Iiather, it 1r a part of the whole, distinguishable tjy characteristic* 
? ??nHlrr?mt oi pnd r^^r^.y Hir came as those of the Mafia in Italy. To trace 
o?ch event rnd each rtep Jn t^o history of the Mafia in this country would be 
-rrtromeK' difficult, it not Iirroocibie. since no much of its lethal, conspiratorial 
nature has boo M'H~" fr^n piWle view and even from law enforcement. There 
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